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Abstract

Protests in Nigeria have gained global attention in recent times and have attracted different
explanations about their root causes. Violence may sometimes erupt because of protests; however,
this does not usually happen until additional factors contribute to the protests. This study presents
a Social Network Theory perspective on the agitation for #EndSARS among the Nigerian masses,
especially the youths. #EndSARS is a movement against extra-judicial police brutality and a call
to put an end to bad governance in Nigeria. This study was inspired by the following: (i) the rising
popularity of social media in the present day; (ii) the worldwide increase in social media activism;
and (iii) the diffusion of information by social media users. This study therefore employed the
Social Network Theory in identifying the influence of social media on the diffusion of information
about the #EndSARS movement and the sustenance of this movement over a long period, despite
forces that have tried to silence the movement. This study argued that the sustenance of protests
such as #EndSARS over a long period was dependent on factors such as: (i) that some individuals
were more resistant to being influenced than others; (ii) that some individuals tended to be more
responsive than others; and (iii) that some individuals seemed to be more affected than others (and
were therefore more likely to pass information on to others). The findings revealed that protesters
used emotional dynamics, collective identities, symbolic artefacts, and mutual values to sustain
protests if their demands were not met on time.

Keywords: #EndSars; protests; social network/media; Nigerian youths

1. INTRODUCTION

Social media networks such as Twitter and Facebook are prominent platforms where people of
all ages share their life memories and other things that they consider important to them ranging from
social, religious, and political discussions. It is therefore worth noting that in Nigeria, the most active
users on Facebook as of September 2020 are young people (aged 13 — 44 years) and they constitute
86.2% of the total users, while the remaining 13.8% of the users (aged 45 above) are people who can be
considered as old, according to Statistica (2020). Twitter, on the other hand, has a user profile of 26%
young active users (aged 18 — 35 years), and 13% of the people active on the platform are considered as
old (aged 36 and above). The remaining 61% cannot be accounted for as they are either inactive users
or their accounts have been deactivated (Noi Polls, 2019). The above signifies that the most active users
of these two prominent media platforms are youths. The above-identified social media platforms have
been proven to be very potent platforms that have helped Nigerian youths in mobilising social
movements and these are platforms where their voices seem to be heard more quickly with the use of
hashtags (#) than via physical organisations to effect social and political changes. The invention of these
social media platforms and many others has drastically changed the diffusion of information from one
person to another in seconds. This seemingly quick passage of information has increased the rate of
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participation by the public in decision-making processes through online/virtual platforms.

Researchers in the field of media studies argue that social media platforms have been able to
influence the behaviour traits of protests among people and that these protests can cause social and
political changes (Valenzuela et al. 2012). A study conducted by Sinpeng (2021) on social media hashtag
(#) activism in Thailand by youths was focused on their displeasure with the Thai government and their
demand for democracy. The study suggested that Twitter was the prominent and most effective medium
in mobilizing the youths to demand a working democracy in Thailand. In another study, Sebeelo (2021)
made a case for the use of hashtags in creating social media-based mobilization about the #ThisFlag
(Zimbabwe) and the #RhodesMustFall (South Africa) movements. The study established that social
media was a great way of sending a strong message to the government.

The above instances are indications that the purpose of social media is not just for disseminating
and gathering information, building a communal relationship, and creating social identity; it can also be
used to generate certain ideologies and motivate individuals for community movement (Margolis and
Resnick, 2000). It should be noted that the rate of use of social media is directly proportional to ‘social
trust and political mobilization’. Social media support and host many socio-political movements and
these movements enjoy the privilege of being visible to a larger audience. This paper focuses on the
relationship between social media and a social movement against bad governance in Nigeria, known as
#EndSARS. The #EndSARS is a movement of Nigerian youth protesting against police intimidation,
police brutality, and extra- judicial killings. Ultimately, this movement protests against bad governance
in Nigeria.

2. METHODS

The data for this study was collected mainly from Twitter and other online sources that the author
found related to the purpose of this study. The streaming API (Application Programming Interface) of
Twitter was used in the gathering of tweets that consisted of the hashtags #EndSARS, #End Police
Brutality and Nigeria from the last quarter of 2017 until November 15, 2020. The selection of this period
was necessary as this was the period that the #EndSARS protests lasted for from their inception. The
author felt that this period would capture the social media agitations and debates on the disbandment of
this notorious police unit with the use of the #EndSARS hashtag. The search identified close to 6 million
tweets using the #EndSARS hashtag on Twitter by more than 75 000 users worldwide. The author then
collected the profile descriptions and followers’ connections of the 75 000 plus users. Over 3 000 had
either been inactive for 30 days or had had their accounts deleted, deactivated, or set their accounts to
private at the time that the author gathered the profile data. The Social Network Theory propounded by
White and Houseman (2002) was used in identifying the influence of social media on the diffusion of
information about the #EndSARS movement and the sustenance of this movement over a long period.

3. A brief history of SARS in Nigeria

SARS is the household name for the Special Anti-Robbery Squad. It is a unit that was created by
and out of the Nigerian Police Force in 1992 to fight against armed robberies and other serious crimes
around the country. The unit can be likened to the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) unit in the
United States of America or SO15 in the United Kingdom. The personnel of this unit undergo special
training and are equipped with specialized weapons such as grenades, assault rifles, armoured tanks, and
other military equipment to combat crime within the country. The SARS unit was only supposed to be
deployed during serious crimes such as armed robberies and terrorism linked cases. Before the creation
of this unit, cases of robbery and terrorism were the responsibility of the Nigerian police force. During
its early years of operation, its operatives worked undercover in casual clothes. They went around in
unmarked cars and did not carry weapons in public. Their responsibilities were to monitor wireless
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communications and expedite the arrests of armed robbers and other criminals and uncover terrorism to
bring perpetrators to face justice.

However, following two decades of operation of the SARS unit, its operatives began being seen in
public performing the job of the conventional police. They started conducting stop and search operations,
to the extent that they stopped cars to verify cars and drivers’ documents. The men of this unit then
started extorting money from the motorists, passengers and other citizens. They started illegally arresting
and detaining people who owned laptops and phones. Owning a laptop and/or a phone and dressing
nicely was seen by them as being synonymous with online fraudulence. Anyone that they were unable
to extort money from began being taken to an unknown destination and assaulted and tortured until they
called someone to send them money to give to these SARS men. Those who did not have cash on hand
were taken to an ATM to withdraw money, after being warned to cooperate unless they wanted a crime
to be pinned on them. It is interesting to note that the target of this unit was and still remains young
Nigerians. In the process, many Nigerians became intimidated and were not able to share their
experiences because of their fear of being victimized further by these men of the SARS unit who had
become visible everywhere on the streets.

These atrocities and many others at some point prompted youths to start sharing their experiences
on social media using pseudonyms, as they felt that by using pseudonyms they could not be traced. This
generated a social media uproar and sparked the first of the #EndSARS protests in 2017.

3.1 The first wave of the #EndSARS protests

The #EndSARS movement started as a regionalized social movement with massive protests against
the extrajudicial killings and brutality by the police in Nigeria. The hashtag stands for the disbandment
of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), a unit of the Nigerian police known since its creation for
brutalising, abusing and killing innocent masses, especially youths, throughout the country. The protest
that was started on Twitter in 2017 by Segun Awosanya, codenamed ‘Segalink’, used the #EndSARS
hashtag to campaign and protest to force the Nigerian government to disband this notorious unit of the
police force (Awosanya, 2017). The foremost atrocities of this unit were recorded towards the end of
2017 when an online newspaper had a section in its news articles titled “#EndSARS: Police mum as
Nigerians recount atrocities of Special Anti-Robbery Squad” written by Sunday Ogundipe. Ogundipe
(2017) recounted how the founder of the movement, Segun Awosanya lamented on the notorious and
unruly behaviour of the men of the SARS unit of the Nigerian police:

The federal SARS has become overpopulated by people who have no regard for human life or dignity
of citizens. Their grievous activities have gone on for too long and we can no longer hope that the
police leadership can effect any change (Awosanya, 2017 as cited in Ogundipe, 2017).

The above extract indicated that the SARS unit of the Nigerian police force was beyond redemption,
and it seemed that the Nigerian government itself was unable to regulate the behaviour of the personnel
in the unit. This was worrisome in a democratic country such as Nigeria, where dignity and fundamental
human rights were entrenched in its constitution.

This generated a mixed reaction from Nigerians who at that time were not happy with the unruly
behaviour of the personnel of this unit. The tweets below indicate some of the experiences shared by
some Twitter users:

In Nigeria, its now a crime to use good fragrances and dress well. It is punishable by forced ATM

withdrawals or getting killed by SARS. #EndSARS now!!! If you can’t tweet the hashtag, at least
don’t scroll past it without retweeting #EndSARS (Akintola, 2017).
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A lot of boys turn up at CcHUB with tales of how they were harassed for carrying a laptop. Some
of the police officers simply classify anyone with a laptop as a Yahoo boy (Tijani, 2017).

The new Lagos Commissioner of Police is also a family friend. I will escalate all our aggregated
complaints to him (Asemota, 2017).

The first tweet above by a Twitter user with the name ‘BITCOIN//@Gamesole NG @LanaAkintola’
(Akintola, 2017) expressed great shock at how the men of the SARS unit of the Nigerian police
associated crime with dressing well and smelling good (using a good fragrance). The tweet was
accompanied by the #EndSARS hashtag twice. The repetition of the hashtag seemed to emphasise the
urgency to disband the SARS unit. Under a democratic system of government, crime suspects are
investigated and if the investigation reveals that the suspect is indeed a criminal, the individual is charged
and has to appear in court to face the might of the law. However, in Nigeria, alleged suspects were not
charged for the offences alleged by the SARS operatives. Instead, they were made to pay huge sums of
money to clear themselves of their alleged and unproven crimes. In an attempt to be free, some suspects
agreed to pay the extortion fees and when they did not have cash on them SARS personnel accompanied
them to an ATM to withdraw the money. The above summarized one of the many atrocities that were
perpetrated by this notorious unit.

The second tweet was by a Twitter user by the name of Bosun Tijani (@bosuntijani). He recounted
the experiences of some youths working in his company called Co-Creation Hub, codenamed Cc-HUB
(a technology-oriented centre situated in Yaba, Lagos State, Nigeria) (Tijani, 2017). They were victims
of harassment by the men of SARS because they owned laptops. It was very disturbing to think that at
this age, some people associated owning a laptop with a crime. The “Yahoo boy” in the tweet was a
codename for an ‘online fraudster’ in Nigeria.

The last tweet was that of a Twitter user by the name of Osaretin Victor Asemota @asemota who
was responding to the second tweet above about the infamous acts of the men of the SARS unit
(Asemoto, 2017). His tweet was a sort of assurance that he would elevate the complaints of the Nigerian
youths to a family friend who happened to be the Commissioner of Police in Lagos State, Nigeria at that
time. This summarised the height of rot in the SARS unit, and indicated that one had to know people in
authority (the Commissioner of Police, in this case) in order to draw attention to the matter so that they
would give instructions to force the SARS men to follow the law. What an irony! Those who were meant
to uphold law and order had themselves become the breakers of the law. This was disheartening.

The convener of the protest during that period, Segun Awosanya with the Twitter name SEGA
L’éveilleur® @segalink enjoined the citizens of Nigeria through social media to share their experiences
in the form of pictures and videos, so that the world community and the Nigerian government could see
the acts for themselves before labelling the protest as false. He tweeted as follows:

Keep sharing your experience with SARS and @PoliceNG. Their impunity ends now! #EndSARS
#ScrapSARS #EndBadSARS #ReformPoliceNG (Awosanya, 2017a).

On the same day, Awosanya tweeted the following to sustain the protests and to implore Nigerians
not to be afraid to share their experiences with the men of the notorious SARS unit:

A people United will never fall. Let’s do this together. The #EndSARS #ScrapSARS

#ReformPoliceNG is an affirmative action by and for all well-meaning Nigerians. Thanks for all
your support. We are closer than ever. Victory is certain! (Awosana, 2017b).
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Afterwards many citizens, the vast majority of whom were youths, started to narrate their ugly
experiences with the men of the SARS unit with the #EndSARS hashtag. The following tweets captured
the experiences of some of the Nigerian citizens with the men of this unit and they were aired by BBC
online news:

A SARS officer once wanted to rape me under gunpoint. How | escaped that day is still a mystery
to me. | support #EndSARS (Eze, 2017).

I was stopped at Iwo Road by SARS; my bags and phones were searched and found nothing. Took
all the chocolate I bought for my sis (Mioraye, 2017).

The SARS here in Port Harcourt go about with cutlasses and axes, red ribbons and bandanas
around their arm or head. Sick something (BBC, 2017).

Following this an online petition was created for citizens to sign, petitioning for the disbandment of
the SARS unit. After evidential pictures and videos began surfacing online about the disorderly conduct
of the men of the SARS unit, Amnesty International (n.d) accused the unit of illegally detaining and
torturing Nigerian youths into confessing to crimes that they had not committed. At that juncture the
Nigerian Inspector-General of Police reacted to the various allegations raised against SARS and
promised to set up an investigation to address the situation. He also promised that the men of the SARS
unit would turn a new leaf and would undergo corrective training (Toromade, 2018). The protests were
halted at that point.

This marked the end of the first wave of the #EndSARS protests against police brutality and
intimidation by the Nigerian youths. It was interesting to note that social media was instrumental in the
intervention of the Nigerian government at this point, as it provided a platform for the the complaints of
the masses about the unruly conduct of the men of the SARS unit. The pertinent information regarding
the unit’s conduct was shared by the citizens who had ugly first-hand experiences with the SARS
personnel, and this was information that many mainstream media outlets may not have been able to
share as it would probably have been sensored.

3.2 The second wave of the #EndSARS protests

The second wave of the #EndSARS protests covered 2018 and 2019. This second wave was
necessitated because of the continued harassment and intimidation of the citizen of Nigeria, months after
the government had promised to reform the SARS unit. The government made empty promises to
dissuade the protesters as the protests had already gained the attention of the international community.
Nigerian citizens reported the following incidents between 2018 and 2019 about their latest horrible
experiences with the men of the SARS, and one was covered by Al Jazeera News online.

A young female by the name of Philomena, aged 25, recounted her terrifying experience in 2018
when she was travelling home after her graduation ceremony with members of her family in Edo State,
Nigeria. They were pulled over by men of the SARS unit, who threatened to shoot them, implied by the
fact that they cocked their weapons. Her two brothers were forced out of the car and threatened with dire
consequences unless they confessed to cybercrime. Philomena recounted:

My four-year-old niece was in the vehicle, but they cocked their guns at our car and drove my
brothers into the bush where they harassed them for over 30 minutes and accused them of being
cybercriminals. They could see my graduation gown but that did not deter them. My sister was
trembling and crying in fear (Al Jazeera, 20 October 2020).
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Another Twitter user by the name of One day at a time, love you, @_kingnaya_ shared his terrible
experience towards the end of 2019. He was a military officer who was travelling on public transport
while dressed in civilian clothes. The caption of the tweet read, “These people really consider themselves
as mini gods #EndSARS” (King, 2019). The bus that he was on was also pulled over by the men of the
SARS unit and Figure 1 below captures his experience and that of the other passengers:

When their boss saw u was really
upset and I've started making calls he

ordered his boys to return the car key

Enimem i i
&' OIS e |cant Spend 1and haf year in to the driver, in some minutes | could
as a soldier on pass from north East, !

he said "And So?", | went further & maiduguri in gOOd health only focome Sight the army patrol hilux heading
said I'min a hurry that he should through my direction, immediately the

please release Dis driver, he got upset home on pass and be shot by a SARS boss ordered his men to enter

SARS is the most unprofessional team
of the Nigerian police.

Here's my experience as aNigerian  and threatened to Shotme, he said  reckless police man,| wés hurt their Bus #f

Soldier. he'll frame me that | wanted to disarm i AR  They sped off, plyingthe¥STAR
Earlier this year the commercial bus|  him #EndSAR becauselcam'magm r‘Sk'ng my ife BREWERY routgand Went straight to
boarded in Enugu along 9th mile area | was shocked how things escalated  n the North Eastipigtécting my EXE my cleprrego s vu ot
was stopped by SARS operatives sofast, Iwas calm down, he said | explained Wit heppened and they

shouldn't tell him anything that he's in country only for myown faml[y tobe promised to gét them

his duty post and | don't any right to harassed in IhlS manner # EndSARS |have been onduty even in maiduguri
tell him anything. | could see his rifle o, with MOPOLS and they've never
They requested money from the driver Was already cocked and his Safety ,The Operatives didn'ttalk tome or acted in such a reckless manner

and the guy said he's just startin catch was on Repid #¢ ‘
oy Za J 9 request fOf my phone. Iwas there 5“” All of you under this thread just want
business, | was on civil dress because  His boys was already dishing out

I'mon pass, the operatives ordered  unsolicited slaps to the young man| trying to solicit for the passengers but toread gist while you st on your
‘ was sitting Close to, he was on full th taving God | becam couch leg crossed, you'lltrend the
beards, with the hand band hewore| € 0Ja Was piaying LOO,10ECAME  hashtag for 2days and afterwards

think he's astudent of ESUT really angry and called my coleague  ™CHA wil start trending and
I Was really hurt for many reasons everything will be forgotten, 3months

#EndSAR onpatrol along that NSUKKAr0ad,  rater. REPEAT!... goodiuck!
Figure 1: Account of bus incident (King, 2019)

mounting an illegal check point. thread

everyone to come down, they started
searching people's phone, | went up
to the one that's supposed to be their
boss #EndSAR

Another Twitter user by the name of Princewill shared his awful experience while commenting on
a video made by Speed Darlington, a US-based Nigerian rapper on the notorious men of the SARS, and
a tweet by a Twitter user by the name of ObumForPresident, @iObumss. The experience of Princewill
is captured below:

They [SARS men] threw me into their vehicle and it was the last time | could hear properly, even
till now as I'm typing this. They kept raining slaps on me, asking me how much I had, they requested
300k or they shoot me... Please shoot me | said. Next thing was another hit. After 3 hours of driving
around Abuja and constant hitting with guns and punches, they took me to a deserted [ATM] while
it was already dark and asked for my ATM pin. Before | could speak | was hit more and more. They
withdrew all I had in cash and left me. #EndSARS (Prince, 2019).

The above three shared experiences were a few of the many accounts of citizens of Nigeria about
their ugly experiences with the men of the SARS unit that ignited the second wave of the #EndSARS
protests in many cities across the country in 2018 and 2019. The SARS unit was indicted for ceaselessly
abusing, intimidating and harassing countless harmless civilians since its creation in 1992. It was
laudable to note that these protests were possible because of the social media platforms, most notably
Twitter, where people were able to share their sad lived experiences with the men of SARS. The social
media space seemed to be a safe haven for individuals to share their experiences, thoughts and opinions
without the fear of being victimised further.

86


https://soloclcs.org/
mailto:presslingua@gmail.com

LINGUA, Vol. 19, No. 2, September 2022
p-ISSN: 1979-9411; e-ISSN: 2442-238X
Hitps://soloclcs.org; Email: presslingua@gmail.com
Center of Language and Cultural Studies, Surakarta, Indonesia

Adedokun, Theophilus. (2022). The Social Network and #EndSARS Agitation: Protests against Police Brutality and Bad
Governance in Nigeria.

Lingua (2022), 19(2): 81-96. DOI 10.30957/lingua.v19i2.769

During the second wave of the #EndSARS protests of 2018/2019 the government of Nigeria,
represented by the Vice President, Prof Yemi Osinbajo, was compelled to make a statement on the
developments on 14 August 2018. The Nigerian Inspector-General of Police was ordered to shut the
SARS unit down ‘with immediate effect’ and an investigation was to be carried out on their numerous
atrocities (Yahya, 2018). It was therefore saddening that less than 24 hours following the announcement
of the shutdown of the unit, some members of the unit were reported as having extorted a driver in the
Surulere metropolis of Lagos state. A piece of video evidence by a Twitter user by the name of Vyrél
Trefidz @TheVyralTrendz accompanied this report where some SARS operatives were seen, while
dressed in their uniforms, to be physically threatening a cab driver with guns in their hands. The report
is captured below:

Barely 24 hours after the AG President Yemi Osinbajo gave directive to IGP on #EndSARS, SARS
operatives are currently having their way and extorting in Surulere, Lagos (Trefidz, 2018).

On 18 August 2018, four days after the shutdown of the SARS unit, there was another report of an
atrocity in another part of Nigeria, in Uyo, Akwa Ibom state. This time a lady was pulled over while
driving on the evening of the same day. She said that she was harassed, but the nature of the harassment
was not indicated. A Twitter user by the name of AlgoRidm @ridbay retweeted the screenshot below
(which seemed to be a Facebook follow-on from Nora Udofia’s tweet), with the caption:

Didn't Osinbajo order for overhaul of SARS a few days ago? Or SARS haven't gotten the memo yet?
I hope this #ENDSARS thing doesn't end up like Ogoni clean up too (AlgoRidm, 2018).

@ Nora Udofia

| was harassed by some SARS officials last night along
Udo Umanah, | wonder when it became a crime to drive in
the evening.

The one that harassed me was smelling Indian hemp.

Dear Lord, prove my innocence and take vengeance.

#ENDSARS
#ENDSARS

O i3 % Nora Udofia and 17 others 7 Comments
Figure 2: Retweet by AlgoRidm @ridbay, (Udofia, 2018)

From August 2018 onwards there were several reports of atrocities committed by the men of SARS
across Nigeria, despite the announcement of their shutdown. Towards the end of August 2018 there was
a news editorial by The Guardian Nigerian newspaper using their verified Twitter handle with the
caption: “Osinbajo and SARS public relations tragedy”. The news- editorial confirmed the Vice
President’s announcement of the shutdown of the unit some weeks earlier and wondered why the unit
was still operational, with various atrocities still evident around the country. The news-editorial
lamented:

Between the time Osinbajo gave his order and last weekend, SARS operatives have carried on with
its trademark recklessness and impunity. Only last week they were implicated in the killing of a
student in Osun State (The Guardian Nigeria, 2018).
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The news editorial concluded that nothing had changed, despite many promises by the Nigerian
government to discontinue and reform the unit. The unit was seen by the Nigerian populace as the black
sheep in the entire police family.

Some pertinent questions at this point were: (i) why was the Nigerian police unable to curtail the
activities of one of its units, despite being given a direct order from the presidency? (ii) Was the
announcement of the shutdown of the unit by the Vice President just media noise to suppress the voice
of the masses against SARS’ harassment, intimidation, and brutality? (iii)) What did the Nigerian
government gain from seeing the citizens it had promised to serve and protect undergoing continuous
police brutality, harassment, and intimidation? The above questions were begging for answers.

The atrocities committed by the men of SARS continued throughout 2018 and 2019 while people
continued sharing their horrible experiences on social media platforms. The Nigerian government,
instead of acting on the various complaints from the masses, suggested restructuring the unit. The
Nigerian government’s definition of restructuring was merely to change the name of the unit from the
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) to the Federal Special Anti-Robbery Squad (FSARS). The
atrocities of this unit with its new name continued unabated into 2020, and this led to the third and fourth
waves of the #EndSARS protest in Nigeria and the diaspora.

3.3 The third wave of the #ENdSARS protests

This protest wave was sparked some days prior to Nigeria’s 60" Independence Day celebration in
2020. The Nigerian masses felt that there was nothing to celebrate in a country witnessing political
unrest, terrorism and the extrajudicial Killings of citizens 60 years after gaining independence. They felt
that instead of an Independence day celebration, worldwide protests had to be staged to demand better
governance and to end police brutality in the country. The protests were set to continue until the Nigerian
government yielded to the requests of its citizens. The venues and times of the protests were
communicated across the social media platforms and Nigerians in the diaspora made their intentions to
participate in the planned protests known on the same platforms. The protests commenced in Nigeria
and the diaspora early on the morning of October 1 2020, the day of the independence celebration.
Nigerians were seen out marching in their thousands, holding placards with various hashtags such as
#EndSars, #EndSarsNow, #EndBadGovernenancelnNigeria, #EndPoliceBrutality, #ReformPoilceNG
and so on. Below isa compllatlon of some of the placards

Flgure 3: #ENdSARS protesters with dlfferent placards (West, 2020 Lawal 2020 Nsemgh,
2020; Bolashodun, 2020)

The protests venues, as mentioned earlier, were communicated on social media platforms and people
attended these protests in their thousands both throughout and outside the country. Some of the
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converging points of the protests in Nigeria were the Nigerian National Assembly complex in Abuja,
the Lekki tollgate in Lagos, and other strategic locations in the country. The protesters at some of the
protest sites were seen to sleep there for days, waiting for the government to respond to their demands.
Protesters conducted Friday and Sunday services for Muslim and Christian worshippers respectively at
these venues. The figures below indicate protesters sleeping and camping at the Lagos State House of
Assembly and at the Lekki tollgate:

Figure 6: #ENdSARS protesters camping at the Lekki tollgate (Ajayi, 2020).
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The Nigerian government, rather than address the numerous demands of the protesters, again
announced a change of the unit’s name, from the Federal Special Anti-Robbery Squad (FSARS) to the
Special Weapon and Tactical Team (SWAT). This announcement was met with displeasure from the
masses protesting on the streets as they saw the announcement as a media tactic to silence them and to
make them leave the streets. The protests continued despite the announcement. The sleeping and
camping also continued for two weeks following the October 1, 2020 Independence celebration. During
the first two weeks, the #EndSARS hashtag gathered momentum on social media, and on Twitter
especially, with the daily use of the hashtags in reporting the atrocities of the men of the FSARS, now
SWAT. This caught the attention of the founder and CEO of Twitter, Jack Dorsey, who afterwards gave
the #EndSARS hashtag a Nigerian flag, so that whenever a user typed/tweeted ‘#EndSARS’, the
Nigerian flag would appear right after it. A special Bitcoin account was also created by Dorsey to support
the protests (Dorsey, 2020). (See Figure 7 below).

’ jack @ k-
\ @jack

Donate via #Bitcoin to help #EndSARS 1

twitter.com/feminist_co/st...
14, 2020 (i
cUcly =

Q© 835Kk Q) 84.4K people are Tweeting about this
Figure 7: Twitter CEO endorses the #EndSARS protest (Dorsey, 2020)
Immediately following the announcement of the unit’s name change from SARS to SWAT, new

hashtags emerged on the social media platforms such as #EndSWAT, #EndSWATNow, #EndPoverty,
and so on (See Figure 8 below).

\ v VWD DIIYW UO

% e—h EndSARS S w}' ‘;, ENDSWAT
A EndPover

Bn mllce &- E‘c:onomic B

Figure 8: New protests hashtags (Eco Information 2020; Anwana, 2020; Tero 2020)

On the evening of 20 October 2020, the Nigerian army launched an offensive against the protesters
protesting peacefully at the Lekki tollgate. The attack started with the disabling of the CCTV cameras
and cutting of the power at the tollgate. Thereafter the army shot at the protesters and tens of them were
murdered in cold blood, while many others sustained various injuries. As if the shootings and killings
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were not enough, some of the bodies of the murdered protesters were taken away by the Nigerian army.
The removal of the bodies seemed to be an effort to remove the evidence from the scene of the shootings.
The tweets below corroborated the massacre and referred to a video recording during which the
protesters were heard singing the Nigerian national anthem as they were being shot at.

Twitter Nigeria let's locate this man. He must tell us who sent him to remove those cameras. Whether
it's Buhari, Tinubu or Sanwoolu??? We must know! Someone must be held responsible for this
bloodshed! Retweet aggressively!!!! (Soro, 2020).

Happening now. Lekki massacre. Even in the midst of the shootings we are still singing the national
anthem.#LekkiMassacre#EndPoliceBrutalityinNigeraNOW#EndSARS
#endbuharigovernment@UN (Superb, 2020).

Tony was my class mate, we spoke some months ago. So painful we lost a hero in The Lekki
Massacre today. His last words were Peace and Unity. | weep for this country #LekkiMassacre
#EndSARS #StopNigeriaGovernment (Lambo, 2020).

The first tweet above recounted how the CCTV cameras at the Lekki tollgate were removed and the
tweet was accompanied by a picture of a young man dismantling the CCTV cameras. The tweet further
called on Buhari (the Nigerian President), Tinubu (a Chieftain of the ruling party) and Sanwoolu (the
Lagos State Governor) to specify who ordered the removal of the CCTV cameras before the shooting of
the peaceful protesters. The removal of these cameras indicated that the shootings were planned and that
the authorities did not want any evidence of the shootings. Many Nigerians reacted to this ugly incident
and they believed that the instruction to shoot the protesters was known by the three individuals
mentioned above because the military was controlled by the federal government. The Lekki tollgate was
also rumoured to be owned by one of the sons of Tinubu. Sanwoolu was connected to the shootings
because whenever there was a need for the deployment of the military in a particular part of the country,
the governor of that particular state requested their deployment from the federal government.

The second tweet recounted the experience of one of the protesters who was believed to be on the
ground during the shootings. In the video that accompanied their tweet, the protesters could be heard
singing the Nigerian national anthem while the shooting was heard in the background. The Nigerian
military violated the fundamental human rights of the protesters by shooting at them, especially
considering that they were singing the national anthem peacefully at the time. This was the height of the
moral decadence of the Nigerian government and its military.

The third tweet above was a lament about one of the murdered victims in the Lekki tollgate
shootings. A classmate of the victim (Tony) was believed to have been with him as he took his dying
breath. A picture of this victim murdered at the tollgate accompanied this tweet. May his soul rest in
peace!

Despite these shootings, the protests continued for days thereafter. It was saddening that all three
individuals mentioned above, who would have known about the shootings, all denied knowledge of the
incident. A rumour making the rounds at that time was that Bola Tinubu, a Chieftain of the ruling party,
boarded a chartered plane to France to escape lynching by angry protesters who believed that he knew
about the shootings. He was believed to be losing a great deal of money from the tollgate (rumoured to
be owned by one of his sons) as it had been closed for over two weeks since the beginning of this wave
of protests. The involvement of the Lagos state government in the shooting of the protesters was linked
to news aired by many newspaper outlets a day before the shootings occurred. The following tweet by
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a Twitter user cited one of the news headlines, which read, “#EndSARS protest: Lagos loses N234
million to tollgates closure” (Nairametrics, 2020).

However, the Lagos state government denied all knowledge of the shootings, and Bola Tinubu also
denied having boarded a chartered plane to France, despite abounding evidence of his flight and other
details of his itinerary showing that he had indeed crossed the Nigerian border and flown to France (Joe,
2020).

The shootings further contributed to the protests in Lagos state and in other parts of the country.
Protesters who had turned the protest grounds into their homes were regularly sent food parcels, toiletries
and other basic dad-to-day essentials by concerned citizens (otherwise referred to as promoters of the
protests). These promoters regularly updated protesters through social media on which location could
expect which supplies and when.

This marked the end of the third wave of the #EndSARS protests and the beginning of the fourth
wave of the protests.

3.4 The fourth wave of the #ENdSARS protests

The fourth wave of the #EndSARS protests was exacerbated by the freezing of the bank accounts
of the 20 most prominent persons linked to the #EndSARS protests. Shockingly, the apex bank in Nigeria
(Central Bank of Nigeria) reportedly received a court order to freeze the said accounts for 90 days,
pending investigations linking them to the protests. This news was aired by several online media outlets
such as New24 online news with the headline, “Nigeria's central bank freezes accounts of police brutality
protesters” (Kitwood, 2020). Prominent among the 20 persons whose accounts were frozen was Ms
Rachael Oduala Bolatito, a representative of the protesters on the judicial panel organised earlier to
investigate the October 20 shootings. The panel was to be convened in Lagos on November 14, 2020
but it was boycotted by the protesters because of the action taken by the apex bank to freeze their
accounts pending the outcome of this panel (Larnyoh, 2020). Another activist, whose name was not
among the persons whose accounts were frozen, had her passport seized by the Nigerian immigration
authority and she was prevented from travelling out of the country (Olatunji, 2020).

To this day the protests are continuing on social media and the physical protests are still being met
with resistance by the Nigerian police in different parts of the country.

4. FINDINGS/CONCLUSION

The findings of this study indicated that analysing protest networks could be complex and dynamic.
The sustenance of protests, such as #EndSARS, for an extended period depended on the following: that
some individuals were more resistant to being influenced than others; that some individuals tended to
be more responsive to threats than others; and that some individuals seemed to be more affected by
threats and actions than others and were thus more likely to pass such information on to others. This
study also revealed that during protests such as the #EndSARS protest, protesters used emotional
dynamics, collective identities, symbolic artefacts, and mutual values to sustain and/or prolong their
protests. Social media platforms such as Twitter played an important role in the diffusion of information
for the #EndSARS protests. The digital platforms made everyone a live reporter of events, even those
events that mainstream media outlets would have censored or not aired at all. This suggested that social
media protests could occur with or without the presence of physical organised group activities. In other
words, social media protest groups that were stronger and more influential than actual physical
organisations could be formed.

This study concluded that although a methodological improvement of the study of social networks
and the diffusion of information was put forward, a few limitations still abounded. The author did not
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perform content analyses of the tweets, so there was no insight into the kind of information that was
being spread through the social media space. Future studies of this nature could combine content analysis
with thematic analysis to investigate the influence of the types of information on the actions of people
when staging long-lasting protests. This could better explain why different social media accounts had
different audiences and a different influence on their followers or subscribers. This could then account
for how followership could lead to the spread of information on these social media platforms.

REFERENCES
Ajayi, O. (2020, October 18). #EndSARS Protesters Set Up Camping Tents in Lekki. [Online]. Global
VillageExtra - Nigeria news.
https://globalvillageextra.com/en/index.php/2020/10/18/endsars-protesters-set-up- camping-

tents-in-lekki/

Akintola, L. [BITCOIN//@Gamesole_ NG@LanaAkintola]. (2017, December 2). In Nigeria, its now a
crime to use good fragrances and dress well. It is punishable by forced ATM withdrawals [Tweet].
Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/8r8cypam.

AlgoRidm [@ridbay]. (2018, August 18). Didn't Osinbajo order for overhaul of SARS a few days ago?
Or SARS haven't gotten the memo... [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://twitter.com/search?q=%22Didn%27t%200sinbajo%200rder%20for%20overh
aul%200f%20SARS%22&src=typed query.

Amnesty International (n.d). Demand justice for the violent repression of #EndSARS protesters.
[Online]. Amnesty International. https://www.amnesty.org/en/get- involved/take-action/nigeria-
end-impunity-for-police-brutality-end-sars/

Anwana, J. (2020, October 18). Why Young Nigerians Are Angry. [Online]. Arise Africa — Nigeria
news. https://medium.com/arise-africa/why-young-nigerians-are-angry- ece9fc7ee9d.

Asemota, O.V. [@asemota] (2017, December 2). The new Lagos Commissioner of Police is also a family
friend. | will escalate all our aggregated complaints to him [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://tinyurl.com/b3zez9bt.

93


https://soloclcs.org/
mailto:presslingua@gmail.com
https://globalvillageextra.com/en/index.php/2020/10/18/endsars-protesters-set-up-camping-tents-in-lekki/
https://globalvillageextra.com/en/index.php/2020/10/18/endsars-protesters-set-up-camping-tents-in-lekki/
https://globalvillageextra.com/en/index.php/2020/10/18/endsars-protesters-set-up-camping-tents-in-lekki/
https://tinyurl.com/8r8cypam
https://twitter.com/search?q=%22Didn%27t%20Osinbajo%20order%20for%20overhaul%20of%20SARS%22&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%22Didn%27t%20Osinbajo%20order%20for%20overhaul%20of%20SARS%22&src=typed_query
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/nigeria-end-impunity-for-police-brutality-end-sars/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/nigeria-end-impunity-for-police-brutality-end-sars/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/take-action/nigeria-end-impunity-for-police-brutality-end-sars/
https://medium.com/arise-africa/why-young-nigerians-are-angry-ece9fc7ee9d
https://medium.com/arise-africa/why-young-nigerians-are-angry-ece9fc7ee9d
https://tinyurl.com/b3zez9bt

LINGUA, Vol. 19, No. 2, September 2022
p-ISSN: 1979-9411; e-ISSN: 2442-238X
Hittps://solocles.org; Email: presslingua@gmail.com
Center of Language and Cultural Studies, Surakarta, Indonesia
Adedokun, Theophilus. (2022). The Social Network and #EndSARS Agitation: Protests against Police Brutality and Bad
Governance in Nigeria.
Lingua (2022), 19(2): 81-96. DOI 10.30957/lingua.v19i2.769

Awosanya, S. [SEGA L’éveilleur® @segalink]. (2017, December 2a). Keep sharing your experience
with SARS and @PoliceNG. Their impunity ends now! #EndSARS #ScrapSARS #EndBadSARS
#ReformPoliceNG [Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/43mwpcvj.

Awosanya, S. [SEGA L’éveilleur® @segalink]. (2017, December 2b). A people United will never fall.
Let’s do this together. The #EndSARS #ScrapSARS #ReformPoliceNG is an affirmative

action by and  [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://twitter.com/segalink/status/937013881859465216.

Awosanya, S. [SEGA L’éveilleur® @segalink]. (2017, December 2c¢). The federal SARS has become
overpopulated by people who have no regard for human life or dignity of citizens. Their [Tweet].
Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/2zxxer4x.

BBC. (2017, December 4). Nigeria's #ENDSARS campaign at police brutality video. BBC New Online.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-42225314.

Bolashodun, O. (2020, December 7). 45-year-old NANS president condemns #EndSARS movement.
[Online]. LegitNG — Nigeria news. https://www.legit.ng/1390471-45-year- nans-president-
condemns-endsars-movement.html

Dorsey, J. [@Jack]. (2020, October 14). Donate via #Bitcoin to end #EndSARS. [Tweet].

Twitter. https://twitter.com/jack/status/1316485283777519620?s=20.

[Eco Information]. (2020, October 16). #EndSwat before you design logo with N3BN. [Facebook

page]. Facebook. https://web.facebook.com/Ecocitytvnews/posts/2669379943322901.

Eze, U. (2017, December 4). [@MischievousNG]. Nigeria's #ENDSARS campaign at police brutality

video. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
42225314%intlink_from_url=http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c46zqzglw7dt/lagos&li
nk_location=live-reporting-story.

Joe, D. (2020, October 25). Bola Tinubu Reportedly Lands in France With His Private Jet [Online].
Gossip — Nigeria news. https://www.ghgossip.com/breaking-bola-tinu-has- landed-in-france-with-
his-private-jet/

King, N. [@_kingnaya_]. (2019, December14). These people really consider themselves as mini gods
#ENdSARS [Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/25mmbmfa.

Kitwood, D. (2020, November 7). Nigeria's central bank freezes accounts of police brutality protesters

[Online]. News24 - South Africa news.
https://www.news24.com/news24/Africa/News/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts- of-police-
brutality-protesters-20201107.

Lambo, W. [WAYNE@Ilambo_wayne]. (2020, October 21). Tony was my class mate, we spoke some
months ago. So painful we lost a hero in The Lekki Massacre [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://tinyurl.com/9u35hvs2.

Larnyoh, M. T. (2020, August 11). Nigeria's central bank freezes accounts of some #EndSARS
protestors[Online]. Business Insider Africa — Nigeria news.
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/nigerias-central-bank-freezes- accounts-of-some-
endsars-protestors/rk5zqwr.

94


https://soloclcs.org/
mailto:presslingua@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/43mwpcvj
https://twitter.com/segalink/status/937013881859465216
https://tinyurl.com/2zxxer4x
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-42225314
https://www.legit.ng/1390471-45-year-nans-president-condemns-endsars-movement.html
https://www.legit.ng/1390471-45-year-nans-president-condemns-endsars-movement.html
https://www.legit.ng/1390471-45-year-nans-president-condemns-endsars-movement.html
https://twitter.com/jack/status/1316485283777519620?s=20
https://web.facebook.com/Ecocitytvnews/posts/2669379943322901
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c46zqzqlw7dt/lagos%26li
https://www.ghgossip.com/breaking-bola-tinu-has-landed-in-france-with-his-private-jet/
https://www.ghgossip.com/breaking-bola-tinu-has-landed-in-france-with-his-private-jet/
https://www.ghgossip.com/breaking-bola-tinu-has-landed-in-france-with-his-private-jet/
https://tinyurl.com/25mmbmfa
https://www.news24.com/news24/Africa/News/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-police-brutality-protesters-20201107
https://www.news24.com/news24/Africa/News/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-police-brutality-protesters-20201107
https://www.news24.com/news24/Africa/News/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-police-brutality-protesters-20201107
https://tinyurl.com/9u35hvs2
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-some-endsars-protestors/rk5zqwr
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-some-endsars-protestors/rk5zqwr
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/nigerias-central-bank-freezes-accounts-of-some-endsars-protestors/rk5zqwr

LINGUA, Vol. 19, No. 2, September 2022
p-ISSN: 1979-9411; ¢-ISSN: 2442-238X
Hittps://solocles.org; Email: presslingua@gmail.com
Center of Language and Cultural Studies, Surakarta, Indonesia

Adedokun, Theophilus. (2022). The Social Network and #EndSARS Agitation: Protests against Police Brutality and Bad
Governance in Nigeria.

Lingua (2022), 19(2): 81-96. DOI 10.30957/lingua.v19i2.769

Lawal, W. (2020, October 29). Nigeria’s problems cannot be solved by young people alone. [Online].
Financial Times — Nigeria news. https://www.ft.com/content/f145dc3a-7ccf- 44f6-b052-
7bd55¢382857.

Malumfashi, (2020, October 22). Nigeria’s SARS: A brief history of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad:
How a police unit established to combat armed robbery became synonymous with unlawful killings,
torture and extortion. Al Jazeera News Online. https://cutt.ly/DxuJHxR.

Margolis, M., & Resnick, D. (2000). Politics as usual (vol. 6). Sage.

Mioraye, D. [@Dabidamioraye]. (2017, December 4). Nigeria's #ENDSARS campaign at police

brutality video. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
42225314%intlink_from_url=http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c46zqzglw7dt/lagos&li
nk_location=live-reporting-story.

[Nairametrics]. (2020, October 19). “#EndSARS protest: Lagos loses N234 million to tollgates closure
[Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/3zrccvk4.

Natty, G. H. (2020, October 15). Photos Of #EndSARS Protesters Sleeping at Lekki Toll Gate Gets

Social Media Users Teary. [Online] Gossip — Nigeria news.
https://www.ghgossip.com/photos-of-endsars-protesters-sleeping-at-lekki-toll-gate-  gets-social-
media-users-teary/.

Noi Polls. (2019, November). Social media poll reports. [Online]. NOIPolls. https://noi- polls.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Media-Poll-Report.pdf.

[Nsemgh]. (2020, November 16). Nigeria president calls for calm amid reports of protesters shot dead
in Lagos. [Online]. Nsemgh.com — Nigeria news. https://nsemgh.com/nigeria- president-calls-for-
calm-amid-reports-of-protesters-shot-dead-in-lagos/

Ogundipe, S. (2017, December 3). ‘#EndSARS: Police mum as Nigerians recount atrocities of Special
Anti-Robbery Squad’. [Online) Premium Times — Nigeria news. https://tinyurl.com/49mty6yw.

Olatunji, H. (2020, November 3). #EndSARS advocate: Immigration seized my passport and stopped

me  from travelling [Online]. The Cable — Nigeria news.
https://www.thecable.ng/endsars-advocate-immigration-seized-my-passport-stopped-  me-from-
travelling/

Ososanya, T. (2020, October 9). EndSARS: Youths spend night in front of Lagos Assembly as protest
continues. [Online]. Legit.ng — Nigeria news. https://www.legit.ng/1373219- endsars-protesters-
sleep-front-lagos-assembly-protest-continues.html

Prince, W (2019). [@Justfixme]. (2019, December 2019). They threw me into their vehicle and it was
the last time I could hear properly even till now as I'm typing this [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://twitter.com/Justfixme /status/1208621599156580353.

Sebeelo, T. B. (2021). Hashtag activism, politics and resistance in Africa: Examining# ThisFlag and#
RhodesMustFall online movements. Insight on Africa, 13(1), pp. 95-109.

Sinpeng, A. (2021). Hashtag activism: social media and the# FreeYouth protests in Thailand. Critical

Asian Studies, pp. 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14672715.2021.1882866

95


https://soloclcs.org/
mailto:presslingua@gmail.com
https://www.ft.com/content/f145dc3a-7ccf-44f6-b052-7bd55c382857
https://www.ft.com/content/f145dc3a-7ccf-44f6-b052-7bd55c382857
https://www.ft.com/content/f145dc3a-7ccf-44f6-b052-7bd55c382857
https://cutt.ly/DxuJHxR
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-
http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c46zqzqlw7dt/lagos%26li
https://tinyurl.com/3zrccvk4
https://www.ghgossip.com/photos-of-endsars-protesters-sleeping-at-lekki-toll-gate-gets-social-media-users-teary/
https://www.ghgossip.com/photos-of-endsars-protesters-sleeping-at-lekki-toll-gate-gets-social-media-users-teary/
https://www.ghgossip.com/photos-of-endsars-protesters-sleeping-at-lekki-toll-gate-gets-social-media-users-teary/
https://noi-polls.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Media-Poll-Report.pdf
https://noi-polls.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Media-Poll-Report.pdf
https://noi-polls.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Media-Poll-Report.pdf
https://nsemgh.com/nigeria-president-calls-for-calm-amid-reports-of-protesters-shot-dead-in-lagos/
https://nsemgh.com/nigeria-president-calls-for-calm-amid-reports-of-protesters-shot-dead-in-lagos/
https://nsemgh.com/nigeria-president-calls-for-calm-amid-reports-of-protesters-shot-dead-in-lagos/
https://tinyurl.com/49mty6yw
https://www.thecable.ng/endsars-advocate-immigration-seized-my-passport-stopped-me-from-travelling
https://www.thecable.ng/endsars-advocate-immigration-seized-my-passport-stopped-me-from-travelling
https://www.thecable.ng/endsars-advocate-immigration-seized-my-passport-stopped-me-from-travelling
https://www.legit.ng/1373219-endsars-protesters-sleep-front-lagos-assembly-protest-continues.html
https://www.legit.ng/1373219-endsars-protesters-sleep-front-lagos-assembly-protest-continues.html
https://www.legit.ng/1373219-endsars-protesters-sleep-front-lagos-assembly-protest-continues.html
https://twitter.com/Justfixme__/status/1208621599156580353
https://doi.org/10.1080/14672715.2021.1882866

LINGUA, Vol. 19, No. 2, September 2022
p-ISSN: 1979-9411; e~-ISSN: 2442-238X
Hitps://solocles.org; Email: presslingua@gmail.com
Center of Language and Cultural Studies, Surakarta, Indonesia

Adedokun, Theophilus (2022). The Social Network and #EndSARS Agitation: Protests against Police
Brutality and Bad Governance in Nigeria.
Lingua (2022), 19(2): 81~96. DOL: 10.30957/lingua.v19i1.692.

Soro, S. [SORO SOKE!@Sorosoke_soro]. (2020, October 20). Twitter Nigeria, let's
locate this man. He must tell us who sent him to remove those cameras. Whether it's
[Image attached] [Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/44x83arz.

[Superb Collections]. (2020, October 21). Happening now. Lekki massacre. Even in the
midst of the shootings we are still singing the national anthem.
#LekkiMassacre#EndPoliceBrutalityinNigeraNOW #EndSARS [video] [Tweet].
Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/3r5f93ap.

Tankovska, H. (2021, February 2). Distribution of Facebook users in Nigeria as of August
2020, by age group. [Online]. Statista. https://tinyurl.com/4tzzxhdh.

Tero, 1. (2020). (2020, October 18). The Nigeria Youth have been asking for just one
simple thing which could have been solved & answered... [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://twitter.com/uwenhon/status/1317710782386364417.

The Guardian Nigeria. (2018, August 29). Osinbajo and SARS public relations tragedy.
Guardian Online — Nigeria news.https://quardian.ng/opinion/osinbajo-and-sars-
public- relations-tragedy-2/?F

Tijani, B. (2017). [(@bosuntijani]. (2017, December 2). A lot of boys turn up at CcHUB
with tales of how they were harassed for carrying a laptop. Some [Tweet]. Twitter.
https://tinyurl.com/3j5ha7hy.

Toromade, S. (2018 August, 14). Osinbajo orders IGP Idris to reform notorious Police
unit. [Online]. PulseNG — Nigeria news. https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/endsars-
osinbajo- orders-igp-idris-to-reform-notorious-police-unit/698mvdw.

Trefidz, V. [@TheVyralTrendz]. (2018, August 15). Barely 24 hours after the AG
President Yemi Osinbajo gave directive to IGP on #EndSARS, SARS operatives are
currently having [Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/3khseekk.

Udofia, N. (2018). [EK AE T T E @Lionezz]. (2020, November 18). | was harassed by
some SARS officials last night along Udo Umanah, | wonder when it became a crime
to [Tweet]. Twitter. https://tinyurl.com/6jb8jxaw.

Valenzuela, S., Arriagada, A., & Scherman, A. (2012). The social media basis of youth
protest behavior: The case of Chile. Journal of Communication, 62(2), pp. 299-314.
https://doi.org/10.1111/].1460-2466.2012.01635.x

West, W. (2020). #ENDSARS Protest: A Revolution Foretold? [Online]. Church Times
Nigeria

— Nigeria news. https://www.churchtimesnigeria.net/endsars-protest-revolution/

White, D. R., and Houseman, M. (2002). The navigability of strong ties: Small worlds,
tie strength, and network topology. Complexity, 8(1), pp. 72-81.

Yahya, M. (2018, August 14). FG Orders Re-organisation of SARS. [Online].
Newsmakers - Nigeria news. https://www.newsmakerslive.org/fg-orders-re-
organisation-of-sars/.

96


https://soloclcs.org/
mailto:presslingua@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/44x83arz
https://tinyurl.com/3r5f93ap
https://tinyurl.com/4tzzxhdh
https://twitter.com/uwenhon/status/1317710782386364417
https://guardian.ng/opinion/osinbajo-and-sars-public-relations-tragedy-2/?F
https://guardian.ng/opinion/osinbajo-and-sars-public-relations-tragedy-2/?F
https://guardian.ng/opinion/osinbajo-and-sars-public-relations-tragedy-2/?F
https://tinyurl.com/3j5ha7hy
https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/endsars-osinbajo-orders-igp-idris-to-reform-notorious-police-unit/698mvdw
https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/endsars-osinbajo-orders-igp-idris-to-reform-notorious-police-unit/698mvdw
https://www.pulse.ng/news/local/endsars-osinbajo-orders-igp-idris-to-reform-notorious-police-unit/698mvdw
https://tinyurl.com/3khseekk
https://tinyurl.com/6jb8jxaw
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.2012.01635.x
https://www.churchtimesnigeria.net/endsars-protest-revolution/
https://www.newsmakerslive.org/fg-orders-re-organisation-of-sars/
https://www.newsmakerslive.org/fg-orders-re-organisation-of-sars/

